
Sunday, Nov. 2nd  -  Time change for evening service to 6 p.m.  -  Brotherhood, 5 p.m. 

Wednesday, Nov. 5th  -  WMA Meeting, 6:00 p.m.  Church Business Meeting, 6:30 pm 

Thursday, Nov. 13th  -  Gulf  Associational Meeting, 7 p.m.  

Sunday, Nov. 16th  -  Children’s Church, 11 a.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 27th  -  Thanksgiving 

Each Tuesday   -  Visitation, 6:30 p.m. 

Each Thursday  -  Ladies Bible Study 
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Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise: be 
thankful unto him, and 
bless his name. For the 
LORD is good; his mercy 
is everlasting; and his truth 
endureth to all genera-
tions.  (Psalm 100:4-5) 
�
The art of thanksgiving is 
thanksliving.  It is grati-
tude in action!  We have 
so much to be thankful 

for but most importantly, 
let us thank God for His 
precious Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave to us so 
freely, that we may have 
everlasting life.  This is 
something to truly give 
thanks for this day.  
However, not just this 
day, but every day.  
Charles Dickens once 
quoted:  "We are some-
what mixed up here in 
America.�

Instead of having one 
Thanksgiving Day each 
year we should have 
364! 
Use that one day a year 
for complaining and 
griping.  Use the other 
364 days to thank God 
each day for the many 
blessings He has show-
ered upon you." 
 
I couldn't agree more! 



! 3 & � � # �

 

���������	��
�
���
����������

���������������
����������
�

��
�	������	�����
��������������
����������
�	�

�����������
����

�����������

���������	
�������	�
����
It was mid-September and I 
was making one of my weekly 
trips to Lowes to pick up a few 
items.  As always I made my 
way past the pesticides into the 
garden section.  On my way I 
noticed something very differ-
ent from the week before.   The 
fall items were gone and re-
placed by Christmas trees, gar-
land, and tinsel.  Do not get me 
wrong I love Christmas, I 
greatly appreciate all that it 
TRULY represents but I could 
not help but think, what happen 
to Thanksgiving? 
 
It seems as though year by year 
we are moving past this holi-
day allowing it to be buried by 
the commercialization of 
Christmas.  While I may get 
frustrated at the merchants I 

must take a hard look at my-
self.  What role do I play in 
this, what have I done to help 
promote this behavior?  I real-
ize I do not stock the shelves 
but I must admit that I spend 
little time throughout the year 
focused on giving thanks. 
 
While I seem to do well at be-
ing thankful in the good times, 
it is the tough or challenging 
times where I find it difficult.  
In his writing to the church at 
Ephesus Paul provides us the 
ultimate thanksgiving chal-
lenge:  “ Giving thanks always 
for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ;”. 
 
A wonderful truth but how do I 
accomplish it?  First we must 

view being thankful as a state 
of the heart and not an emo-
tion.  Second, realize that giv-
ing thanks is more of who I am 
than how I react.  Third, recog-
nize that being thankful is 
Christ driven and not self-
motivated and lastly, see giv-
ing thanks as a means of glori-
fying God and not lifting self.   
Still challenging but with 
prayer and a Christ focus it can 
be accomplished. 
This Thanksgiving may we 
experience the difference of 
what a true heart of giving 
thanks can accomplish.  “In 
every thing gives thanks, for 
this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you”. 
 
Love you, 
Bro. David 

This year pro-
claim the true 
meaning of the 
Christmas season 
with American 
Family Associa-
tion's 
 
"It's OK to Say 

Merry  
Christmas"  

 
buttons.  At a 
time when the 
traditional season 

of Christmas is 
under attack, this 
thought provoking 
and colorful de-
sign will surely 
trumpet the good 
news of our Sav-
ior's birth.  The 

       

& 3 � � � . � � & � � ( . , - � & 3 � � � � . �

��������	��
��
���

��
������
�
����	��

�������������

�
���������

�

����������
������� �

buttons will be 
available at 
NGBC soon.  
You may ac-
quire them for a 
small donation 
of $5.00 each.   
 
All proceeds 
will go to 
benefit local 
families this 
Christmas 
season.  
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 Your Name:   Flo Cook 
Children: 4 Adult Children, 5 
Grand-children  
How long have you been at 
this church? Approx. 5 years 
Favorite Bible Verse: John 
3:16 
Hobbies:  Collecting old pot-
tery pieces 
Bible Characters you’d most 
like to meet?  David and Paul  
Tell us something about you 
that people would be sur-
prised to learn.   “I’ll give my 
right arm away if I think I can 
help somebody.  I’ve been 
there and know what it’s 

like.” 
Most embarrassing mo-
ment?   When I worked at 
Albertsons I wore a white 
blouse to work one day.  
For some reason everyone 
was laughing and I didn’t 
know why until someone 
told me I had a $.50 sticker 
on the back of my shirt.  
Everyone knew that I liked 
to yard sale.  
 Best Advise you’ve ever 
received?  From my sister 
and I didn’t listen, “Don’t 
get married AGAIN.”  

All, the other day.  The song 
moved me.  “All to Jesus, I sur-
render; all to Him I freely give.  
I will ever love and trust Him; 
in His presence daily live.  I 
surrender all, I surrender all.  
All to Thee my blessed Saviour, 
I surrender all.”  What power-
ful words!  I have thought about 
this song often and the message 
behind it.  Just what does it 
mean to surrender?  The dic-
tionary definition of surrender 
is “to yield (something) to the 
possession or power of an-
other.”  Can I say that I truly 
surrender, yield, give up and 
submit all to Jesus?  All means 
everything  -  my entire life  -  
every thought, every motive, 
every word and every deed.  
Have I surrendered my mar-
riage to Christ?  Do I yield my 
children to Christ?  Have I sub-
mitted all my daily activities to 

Christ?  Consider what the 2nd 
verse to the songs says,   “All 
to Jesus I surrender; humbly at 
his feet I bow, worldly pleas-
ures all forsaken; take me, Je-
sus, take me now.”  When I 
sing this song, “worldly pleas-
ures all forsaken”  do I mean 
it?  Or, is it just hypocritical 
church singing.  What about 
“humbly at His feet I bow”?  
It’s hard to bow at the feet of 
Jesus when caught up in 
worldly pleasures.  A.W. 
Tozer once said, “Christians 
don’t tell lies; they just come 
to church and sing them.”  My 
prayer is that cannot be said of 
me.  But, of course, I will fail 
at times so when I do I pray I 
quickly repent and fall at the 
feet of Jesus.  Dear Jesus, may 
the words I sing always be 
holy and true and come from a 
pure heart. 

Music stirs the soul.  This is 
the reason that music is one 
part of worship.  I will praise 
the name of God with a song, 
and will magnify him with 
thanksgiving.  (Psa 69:30)  
Maybe some of you have 
grown up in church as I have.  
Before I could walk or talk I 
had heard the old hymns 
sung each and every week, 
not only at church but in our 
home.  Amazing Grace, I 
Need Thee Every Hour, and 
Jesus Paid it All are just a 
few of the songs I had 
memorized at an early age.  I 
heard one of my favorite in-
vitational songs, I Surrender 

Flo Cook 

I Surrender…. Some?  By Kimberly Williams 

�

“It is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the provi-
dence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for 
His benefits, and humbly to emplore His protection and 
favor.”  George Washington 


