
Wednesday, Oct. 8th, WMA Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Monthly Business Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Sept. 9th  -  Gulf  Associational Meeting, 7 p.m.  

Sunday, October 12th  -  Homecoming Celebration 

Sunday, October 19th  -  Children’s Church, 11 a.m. 

Saturday, October 25th  -  Fall Festival 

Each Tuesday   -  Men’s Prayer Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Each Thursday  -  Ladies Bible Study 
 
“Truth is so obscure in these times, and falsehood so established, that, unless we 

love the truth, we cannot know it.”  Blaise Pascal 
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What do you get 
when you take a blaz-
ing fire, hay ride, hot 
dogs, marshmallows 
and add in some mu-
sic and sweet fellow-

ship?  You get a good 
old fashion Fall Festi-
val.  Join us on Satur-
day, October 25th at 
5 p.m.  The festival 
will be held at Ronald 
& Peggy Thomas-
ton’s home in Van-
cleave.  Take Gautier-
Vancleave Road north 
to HWY 57, take a 
right.  Go through 
Vancleave, and ap-
proximately 10 miles 
outside of town turn 
right on Busby Road.  

They are approxi-
mately 2 miles down 
Busby on the right. 
There will be a food 
sign-up sheet posted 
soon.   
 

See you there! 
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Gatherings 

from Gautier 
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Join us on Sunday, 
October 12th for our 
42nd Homecoming 
Celebration.  The day 
will begin with a cof-
fee fellowship at 9:45.  
During the day the 
Drama Team will per-
form and the Youth 
Choir will sing.  
Brother Coy Rice, for-
mer pastor of NGBC 

will preach the mes-
sage with a lunch fel-
lowship to follow.  
The afternoon will 
conclude with special 
music from On Call 
and Pastor Thomas 
preaching. 
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Brian & David , fall 07 

Special Music by: 

“On Call”  

Aaron & Austin last 
fall at the     

Sherman’s Home 
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        Very few films inspire 
me.  However, the film Fire-
proof, staring Kirk Cameron 
and produced by the movie 
making ministry of Sherwood 
Baptist Church in Albany, 
Georgia, did just that.  The 
story is well made, full of 
action, comedy and plenty of 
drama.   Unconditional love 
in marriage and most impor-
tantly from God is the heart 
of this movie.  The spiritual 
lessons in this movie are 
overwhelming, including ad-
dictions to pornography, di-
vorce and remarriage, adul-
tery, submission, respect, the 
I Peter 3:1 concept and most 

importantly salvation.  The 
gospel message is presented 
very clearly throughout this 
entire film.  The purpose in 
the film is to positively affect 
marriages by giving viewers a 
Biblical understanding of 
love.  There are plenty of 
marriages in need of salvation 
and the film points out that it 
is only until true salvation 
and repentance are wrought 
in the lives of individuals that 
a godly marriage based on a 
covenant with God will flour-
ish.  Fireproof released on 
September 26th.  For more 
information visit, 
www.fireproofthemovie.com,              
www.fireproofmymarriage.com. 

victorious!   Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquer-
ors through him that loved us. 
(Rom. 8:37)“God has called the 
church of Christ to live in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and the 
church is living for the most part 
in the power of human flesh, and 
of will and energy and effort 
apart from the Spirit of God.” - 
Andrew Murray  When will we 
as the church stop giving over to 
our former lusts and finally give 
our all to the Lord Jesus?  We must 
as a church learn again the lesson 
of a little leaven in the lump. When 
sin is tolerated Satan gets the vic-
tory. We must not let  the world 
into the church; we must fight to 
get Christ into the world. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit we can 
overcome the threats and even the 
subtleties of Satan. The bible 
warns us, “To be friends with the 
world is to be enemies with God.” 
We are not of this world beloved, 
we are the Church of the Living 
God and we are set apart for His 
good pleasure and will.  You may 
ask “how” do we keep the world 
out. First, we must pray! Pray that 

Many times in our culture we tend 
to overlook the small advances 
that Satan tries to employ against 
us in society at large. We must 
make everything a matter of 
prayer so that when he tries to 
make us apathetic or maybe even 
uncaring about certain “small” 
sins. We can battle against him. 
We must not lose anymore ground 
in the fight against those forces 
that seem to undermine our Chris-
tian heritage. Its seems that Chris-
tians in general lose interest in 
fighting the spiritual war because 
of a battle or two that they have 
won. We must be vigilant because 
we are fighting against a wicked 
warrior that does not sleep. Win-
ning the battle does not mean we 
have won the war. God does not 
tell us that the fight will always be 
won but he does tell us and equip 
us to fight in the battle and not to 
lay down and let the god of this 
world have his way. We are to be 
salt in order to preserve and light 
in order that we may shine the 
way of truth in dark places. Be 
encouraged, be vigilant and be 

God would break our hearts and 
make us sensitive to sin. This may 
be by us confessing our sin or by 
repenting from sin and being saved. 
Then, we must take up the Bible 
again as the infallible inherent 
Word of God. This will include us 
being obedient to God’s commands 
that are contained in its pages. Fi-
nally, we must remove ourselves 
from onslaught of the worldly 
would be “bible” teachers, that 
teach us that this is our “best life 
now”. These false teachers have 
done more to harm the cause of 
Christ than any other thing in this 
world. These false teachers are 
wolves in sheep’s clothing. Their 
messages sound good however 
most do nothing but make you try 
to gratify the flesh and make you 
think that you are deserving of 
God’s blessings. This is a most 
damnable heresy. We must be dis-
cerning.  The only way to be dis-
cerning is to have the Holy Spirit in 
you and to know the very Word of 
God. Let us strive the more ear-
nestly for this as the day of His 
return is coming. 
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Your Name:   Jami Marie                         
Name of Spouse: Mark 
Children:  Cassidy & Laney  

How long have you been at 
this church?  10 years 
Name of the last book you 
read (other than Bible)?   
Waking The Dead                      
Favorite Bible Verse: “I am 
crucified with Christ: never-
theless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the 
life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me.”  
 Galatians 2:20  
Hobbies:  Vacationing  
Bible Characters you’d most 

like to meet? Solomon & 
Rahab 
Tell us something about 
you that people would be 
surprised to learn.        
Nothing I do is that        
surprising to people        
Most embarrassing mo-
ment?  I messed up on a 
song in front of the whole 
church  
 Best Advise you’ve ever 
received?  Don’t sweat the 
small stuff (not that I al-
ways take that advise)  

 

thy 2:12 or an unfaithful man 
counseling men on how to love 
their wives are examples.  All of 
these statements are counterpro-
ductive.  
Never use a big word when a 
diminutive one will do.  This is 
what we do as Christian people 
when our lifestyle contradicts 
our very name.  Christian  -  it 
mean’s Christ-like.  The disci-
ples were first called Christians 
in Antioch (Acts  11:26).  It was-
n’t that they were going around 
calling themselves Christian.   
The world looked at their life-
style and said, ‘Those people act 
just like Christ.’  In light of all of 
this it made me think.  The word 
“Christian” is thrown around and 
misused to the point that no one 
understands its meaning.  What 
if over 80% of Americans didn’t 
call themselves Christian?  What 
if people didn’t associate the 
word Christian with someone 
who just goes to church on Sun-

day or “claims” to love Jesus?  
What if you were only called a 
“Christian” if you only acted like 
Christ?  What if a person was 
only known as a Christian that 
only did the things Christ did?  
Would I then be called a Chris-
tian?  He is my example and if 
my lifestyle does not reflect the 
same lifestyle that Christ lived 
then I should not be called a 
Christian.  Otherwise, the very 
name in itself is contradicted.   
So I search my heart and ask 
God to reveal His truth to me.  
Am I striving?  Am I reaching 
forth toward the goal?  Am I 
living a consistent Christian life?  
Because otherwise why call my-
self Christian when the word 
hypocrite will do?   
 
“And why call ye me, Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?”  Luke 6:46�

I came across this saying the 
other day,   “Never use a big 
word when a diminutive one 
will do.”  The wit behind this 
statement caught my attention.  
The irony is in knowing the 
meaning of the word, diminu-
tive.  The word means “very 
small”.  The intent of this state-
ment is to speak an absurdity in 
order to point out the absurd.   
While the point was taken, this 
statement made me ponder.  
How often do people unknow-
ingly do this very thing?  In 
other words, the very act of 
what is being done is contrary 
to the very words that are being 
spoken.  An example of this 
would be a child telling another 
one, “You’re a stupid- name-
caller and you shouldn’t call 
people names” or perhaps, 
someone screaming, “WE 
DON’T SCREAM IN THIS 
HOME!!!!”  A woman teach-
ing men the passage in I Timo-

Jami Birchfield 

Never use a big word when a DIMINUTIVE  one will do….. By Kimberly Williams�
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